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fiame Torpeft , I agree with Gefner , that it was fo called, qmft 
Porcut Pifcis, moft nations calling this filh Porous Marinus i or 
theSea-fwine. Indeed it refembles a Swine in many particu¬ 
lars, as the fat, the ftrength of the fnout, &c* 


A Letter of Francis Willoughby Efquire, of Auguft 54. *671, 
Containing forns confderable Obfrvatuns about that If id of 
IVafps , call'd Vefpas Ichneumonesj efpeciaHy their fever id 
ways of Breeding, and among them, that odd way of las in? their 
Eggs in the Bodies of Caterpillars , 


A 


•. M ufcie hi). 


u S l remember, TA.Ltflers opinion is, that the ., v ..... 
j~\ neumones lay their Eggs in the bodies of Caterpillars 3 
which I look upon as very ingenious and true, and muftfub- 
lcribe to it, though I cannot yet abfolute'y demonftrate it, as 
I hoped 1 (liould have done before this. ” Thefe Ichmumones 
have all four wings, Antemue like Bees 3 their body hanging 
to their breaft by a flender ligament, as in IVafps; moft. if 
not all, have ftings, and are made of a maggot, thatfpmsh.ee 
felt a 1 hica before (he turns into a Nympha, There is great 
variety of them 3 Some breed, as Bees do, laying an I gg, 
which produceth a maggot, which they feed till it comes to 
its full growth; Others, asweguefs, thruft in their Eggs into 
plants, the bodies of living caterpillars, m ggots, &e. For, 
it is very furprizing to obferve, that a great Caterpillar,inftead 
of being changed into a Butterfly (according to the nfual 
courfe of nature;) fhould produce fometimes one,fometimes 
two or three, and fometimes a whole fwsrm of Ichneumones * I 
have obftrved this Anomalous production in a great many 
forts of Caterpillars, both hairy,and fmooth 3 in lever a! forts 
of maggots, and, which is moft ftrsnge, in one Water- infeeft. 
When there come many of thde Ichneumon maggots out of 


the body of the fame C uerp'llar, they weave all . heir Theca's 
together into one bunch, which is fometimes round with web 
about it juft like a bag of ipiders Eggs 3 but I dare venture to 
anfwer M.Ufler’s ic tb Qutcre pag.2172, of the Phil, Tram'* ne¬ 
gatively, that none of them feed upon fpiders Eggs, but it is 
the fimiiitade of thole Thecas , conglobated together, to 
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tke Eggs of Spielers/ that hath occafioned the conje&ure- 

One of the green Caterpillars,common in the Heaths in the 
North 5 wentfo far on to her natural change,that {lie made her 
felf up into a great brown Theca , almoft of the {hape of a bot¬ 
tle, which was filled with a fwarm of lchneumones. And E 
have obferved in one or two other forts, that from the very 
Aurelia it-felf hath comean Ichneumon j which i? very odd,that 
the Caterpillar, Hung and impregnated by the Ichm unions. 
fhould be yet fo far unhurt, and unconcerned, as to make her 
felf z Theca to be turned into an Aurelia. 

1 have often feen a great Ichneumon dragging a Caterpillar 
in the high-way. This year Mr JVray, in company with ano¬ 
ther ingenious neighbour, obferved one haling a large green 
caterpillar much bigger than her felf, which after fhe had 
drawn the length of a pearch, file laid down, and then takes 
out a little pellet of Earth, with which file had flopped the 
mouth of a (mail hole like a worm-hole ; then file goes down 
into it, and flaying a very'little comes up again, and draws the 
truca down with her into the hole, and there leaves her 5 and 
afterwards not only flops but fills up the Hole , fonierimes 
carrying in little clods, and fometimes feraping dufl with her 
feet,* and throwing it backwards into the hole, going down 
after,her felf, to ramitclofe. Once or twice file flew up into 
a Pine-tree, which grew juft over her hole, perhaps to fetch 
Cement; When the hole was full and even with thefuperfi- 
ciesof the ground about it, file draws two Pine-tree-leaves, 
and lays them near the mouth of the ho!e,and flyes away. Not 
taking notice that file came any more in three or four days, 
we digged for the Caterpillar, and found it pretty deep. I put 
it into a box, ex pedis ig it would have produced an lchneumon i 
but it dried away and nothing came of it. We lately obfer* 
ved a fort of Ichneumons .or rather vefpit, which prey upon feve* 
rai forts offlyes » when they fly with them, they hold them by 
the heads, and carry them under their bellies* T'hefe make 
.holes a great depth in the ground, in which they lay their 
young, and feed them with the flies they catch.creeping back¬ 
wards into the ground, and drawing the flies after them. 
I fufpect they may at firft lay their Eggs in the very body of a 
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fly, but one fly being not enough to bring the young one to 
its full growth, they feed it with more : Their 'thecas are at 
laft all covered over with the wings,legs, and other fragments 
of flies* 

A Letter of ^T/r.Martin Lifter, written at Tori \ Auguft 25 1671* 
confirming the Obfervation in N° 74. about Mnsfi/ented Inpfils ; 
adding fome Notes upon D. Swammerdam’s book^ of InfeUs.and 
on that of M m Steno concerning Petrify d Shells, 

SIR, 

[ Have obferved the two Infedts,which Mr. fay faith, fmell 
of Musk, which indeed they do in an high degree. The 
(mall Bees are very frequent in the Wooles in Lincoln fhire^ud 
about the latter end of April are to be found in paftures and 
meadows,upon the early*blown flowers of a fort of Ranuncu¬ 
lus , as You have been rightly inform’d; but it is fomething 
improper to fay Bees feed on flowers: And hkewife the fame 
Bees are no lefs frequent on the flowers of Dens Leonis , &c* 
The [voeet Beetle , is a very large Infetft, and well known about 
Cambridge. All the trials I have made to preferve them w th 
their fmell, have proved ineffectual: For, both forts of thefe 
Infetfts will of themfelves in a very few weeks become aimcft 
quite fent-Iefs, Tothefe I (hall add another fweec-fmeSlu g 
Infecft, which is a Hexapode-worm feeding on Gallium lu¬ 
te urn. 

The Obfervation of the Vefpa Icbncumones, as it hath rela¬ 
tion to Spiders, I willingly referve for other Papers: \et I 
may tell you in general, that this kind of Jnfedt is one of the 
greateft puzzels in nature ; there being few Excrefcencies of 
Plants, and very many births of InLdts, wherein thefe 
(lender Wafps after divers ftrange ways are concerned. 

Though I be at prefent from my Books, yet I well remem* 
her the paffage, which Mr .Willoughby refers you 
to in Mufjet *. And he is well able to judge, * see 
whether the Obfervation be made upon the fame 74 * t-mu 
fort of Infedt, I conceive it a fault not con- 
iiiteut with Ingenious Spirits, to pafs by in fiience the Induftry 
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